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NEWS 1
Fo r  t he  ne x t  t wo 
weeks, students will be 
able to donate a variety 
of items through the 
Give It Up for Good 
Winter Donation Drive.
Near every semester’s 
end, University Housing 
donates nonperishable 
food, clothes, household 
items, of f ice supplies 
and appliances collected 
from students to local 
charities. This semester, 
donation boxes will be 
available in residence 
halls from Nov. 30 to 
Dec. 14.
Food donations will 
be  g iven to Har vest 
Hope Food Bank, and 
the remaining items will 
be sold at the Give it Up 
for Good Winter Sale in 
January. The profi ts will 
be donated to Habitat 
for Humanity.
Also this December, 
the university Division 
of Law Enforcement and 
Safety will host hosting 
its fifth annual Stuff a 
Police Car toy drive.
The event will take 
place on Dec. 3 and Dec. 
4 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
on Greene Street. Those 
who donate are asked to 
bring new, unwrapped 
toys to the police car 
parked outside Russell 
Based on polling data compiled 
from 21 polls across the state by 
Real Clear Politics, if the South 
Carol ina Republ ican pr imar y 
were held today former Hewlett-
Packard CEO Carly Fiorina would 
receive 3 percent of the vote, 
placing her sixth behind (from fi rst 
to fifth) business mogul Donald 
Trump, former neurosurgeon Dr. 
Ben Carson, Florida Sen. Marco 
Rubio, Texas Sen. Ted Cruz and 
former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush.
W hen Fiorina v isited South 
Ca rol i na  i n  September,  a nd 
candidates like Trump and Sen. 
Rand Paul also made visits, Fiorina 
was polling as high as 15 percent in 
some polls.
To try and combat her recent 
slide in the polls, Fiorina began 
S t a t e  R e p .  M i a 
McLeod announced 
Monday t hat  she i s 
calling on Gov. Nikki 
H a l e y  t o  i n c r e a s e 
secur it y at women’s 
h e a l t h  c e n t e r s 
t h r o u g h o u t  S o u t h 
Carolina. Specifically, 
McLeod wants Haley 
t o  w o r k  w i t h  t h e 
South Carolina Law 
Enforcement Division 
(SLED) and local law 
enforcement agencies 
to ramp up monitoring 
at these facilities.
Th is  move comes 
less than one week after 
a gunman killed three 
and wounded nine at 
a Planned Parenthood 
c l i n ic  i n  C olor ado 
Springs. The suspect in 
this shooting, Robert 
Lewis Dear, was found 
to be nat ive  of  t he 
Charleston area.
“It doesn’t mat ter 
whether you’re pro-
life or pro-choice, our 
focus right now should 
be to make sure what 
happened in Colorado 
S p r i n g s  d o e s n ’ t 
happen in Columbia or 
Charleston,” McLeod 
said in a press release.
T h e  R i c h l a n d 
Democrat also cited an 
FBI warning issued in 
September regarding 
increased threats to 
clinics.
“The FBI warned 
u s  t h at  a t t ac k s  on 
women’s health centers 
were l ikely and now 
three people are dead, 
including one police 
offi cer,” McLeod said.
T here  h ave  b een 
f o u r  i n s t a n c e s  o f 
suspected arson against 
clinics and f ive cases 
D r .  D o n a l d 
Raymond Songer, a 
longtime USC faculty 
member and political 
s c ie nc e  p r o f e s s or, 
passed away Sunday 
at the age of 70 after 
a  long  bat t le  w it h 
lu ng ca ncer.  I n  a n 
em a i l  sh a red  w it h 
p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e 
students on Monday, 
fellow political science 
professor Dr.  K i rk 
Randazzo listed some 
of the achievements 
Songer had achieved 
during his tenure at 
the university, which 
began in 1986.
“ D o n  w a s  a 
remarkable individual 
with a monumental 
impact on the f ield 
of judicial polit ics,” 
Randazzo said. “He 
was a pioneer in many 
different aspects and 
always challenged us 
to become better. His 
research challenged 
scholars to fi rst think 
b e y o n d  t h e  U . S . 
Supreme Court and 
later beyond the U.S. 
Itself. And the training 
a nd  me nt or i n g  he 
p r o v i d e d  t o  h i s 
students and friends 
was beyond measure 
and challenged us to 
















Courtesy of MCT Campus
Carly Fiorina is on a three-day stint 
across the state of South Carolina. 
Kelsey Clayton / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Gov. Haley has been urged to up security at health clinics.
Sarah Stone / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Chris Silva put up nine points and 11 rebounds in only 15 minutes.
Kelsey Clayton / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
The Governor’s Carolighting featured several caroling groups. 
Courtesy of USC
South Carolinian audiences 
you ng  a nd  o ld  we lcomed 
the holidays Monday night at 
the 49th Annual Governor’s 
Carolighting with festive musical 
performances, Santa visits, and 
the lighting of a colorful 35-foot 
Christmas tree.
The event boasted a lineup 
o f  s e ver a l  not ab le  S out h 
Carolinian guests, including 
the Carolighting Children’s 
Choir, Emanuel AME Choir 
(a choir group from the church 
involved in the tragic Charleston 
massacre), Hallelujah Singers, 
Southern Bronze Handbel l 
Ensemble, and Governor Nikki 
Haley herself.
A lthough it ’s  an age-old 
C o l u m b i a  t r a d i t i o n ,  t h e 
Carolighting helps 





Fresh off a 92-76 win against 
Lipscomb on Friday, the South 
Carolina men’s basketball team 
hosted Western Carolina on 
Monday looking for an easy 
win. The Gamecocks were 
looking for good games from 
SEC Pl ayer  o f  t he  Week 
M i n d a u g a s  K a c i n a s  a n d 
freshman sensation P.J. Dozier 
to dispatch the Catamounts, 
but ended up relying on a host 
Gamecocks cruise 





















Editor’s offi  ce:
777-3914
The Daily Gamecock is the editorially independent student newspaper 
of the University of South Carolina. It is published daily during the 
fall and spring semesters and nine times during the summer with 
the exception of university holidays and exam periods. Opinions 
expressed in The Daily Gamecock are the author’s and are not the 
university’s. The Board of Student Publications and Communications 
is the publisher of The Daily Gamecock. The Department of Student 
Media is the newspaper’s parent organization. The Daily Gamecock 
is supported in part by student activity fees. One free copy per reader. 
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According to The State, Roberto Molinary Jr., 49, of Columbia is facing federal charges of 
sexual exploitation of children and possessing and receiving child pornography. Molinary served 
as an assistant coach for the USC men’s soccer team from April 2005 to August 2012. The 
indictment against him states that from the end of his tenure at USC to January 2013, Molinary 
induced one minor to engage in child pornography. The charges against Molinary carry a 
maximum sentence of 70 years in prison. Molinary’s lawyer, Peter Shahid of Charleston has said 
Molinary has pleaded not guilty and “looks forward to the trial.”
-Compiled by Patrick Ingraham, News Editor
ABC News reported Monday that Robert Dear, the man suspected of killing three and 
injuring nine more at a Colorado Springs, Colorado, Planned Parenthood clinic made his fi rst 
appearance in court through video. Authorities are still investigating the shooting and standoff, 
and it is still unclear what Dear’s motives were, although his comments during the incident 
suggest that he holds anti-Obama beliefs and disagrees with Planned Parenthood’s practices. 
Dear faces multiple charges of fi rst-degree murder, although his formal charging will take place 
on Dec. 9. In the court appearance, Dear is seen wearing a padded jacket that offi cials are calling 
a “suicide prevention garment.” Dear is being held without bail.
-Compiled by Patrick Ingraham, News Editor
Former USC men’s soccer assistant 
indicted on sexual exploitation,
child porn charges
Planned Parenthood shooting suspect 
makes initial court appearance
Lakers’ Kobe Bryant to retire
after 2015-16 season
CORRECTIONS
If you fi nd an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let us know about it. Email editor@
dailygamecock.com and we will print the correction in our next issue.
In a letter entitled “Dear Basketball” to the The Players’ Tribune, Los Angeles Lakers’ 
shooting guard Kobe Bryant, 37, announced the current NBA season will be his last. In the 
letter, which reads more like a poem, Bryant says: “My heart can take the pounding / My mind 
can handle the grind / But my body knows it’s time to say goodbye.” Bryant entered the NBA 
in 1996, drafted by the Charlotte Hornets at 17 years old. Shortly after being drafted, Bryant 
was subsequently traded to the Lakers, where he would spend the entirety of his 20-year NBA 
career. Over that span, Bryant has won fi ve NBA championships, been selected to the NBA 
All-Star game 17 times, been selected to 11 All-NBA First Teams and was awarded the NBA 
Most Valuable Player during the 2007-08 season. 
-Compiled by Patrick Ingraham, News Editor
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and scholars ourselves. 
It  was precisely for 
these qualities that he 
received the Lifetime 
Achievement Award in 
September from the 
Law & Courts Section 
o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n 
P o l i t i c a l  S c i e n c e 
Association. The world 
has lost an amazing 
individual.”
A c c o r d i n g  t o 
D u n b a r  F u n e r a l 
Home’s obituary and 
h i s  USC bio  page , 
Songer was born in 
Miami,  Flor ida,and 
was  t he  son of  t he 
late Gerald Raymond 
Songer and Elizabeth 
Curran Songer.  He 
went on to graduate 
a s  S a lu t a t o r i a n  i n 
his graduat ing class 
at Miami High. He 
graduated f rom the 
University of Florida 
w here  he  r e c e i ve d 
a B.A . and M.A . in 
p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e . 
Songer  went  on  to 
r e c e i v e  h i s  P h . D. 
f rom the Universit y 
of North Carolina in 
1975 and served as a 
facu lt y member for 
O k l a h o m a  B ap t i s t 
University before his 
arrival at USC.
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o 
the achievements of 
Songer’s that Randazzo 
listed, he also brought 
n e a r l y  $ 2  m i l l i o n 
i n  re sea rc h  g r a nt s 
t o  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y, 
helped USC’s public 
law program become 
ranked in the top fi ve 
in the United States 
and guided graduate 
st udent s to become 
educators themselves 
at  h igher  le a r n i ng 
institutions across the 
country.
A Celebration of Life 
for Dr. Songer w i l l 
be held at 2 p.m. on 
Thursday, Dec. 3, 2015, 
at  A sh l a nd  Un ited 
Methodist Church at 
2600 Ashland Road, 
Columbia, SC 29210.
Songer is survived 
b y  h i s  w i f e  o f  41 
years, Valorie Marlow 
Songer, two children, 
a grandson, a brother 
and numerous nieces 
and nephews.
In l ieu of f lowers, 
memor i a l s  m ay  b e 
m a d e  t o  A s h l a n d 
Un i t e d  M e t h o d i s t 
Church or to National 
Parks Conser vat ion 
Association.
of vandal ism across 
t he  U.S.  s i nce  t he 
July release of heavily 
edited videos claiming 
t o  s h o w  i l l e g a l 
abortion practices at 
a Planned Parenthood 
c l i n i c .  T h i s  i s 
compared to just one 
case of arson and 12 
cases of vandalism in 
all of 2014. Incidents 
o f  h a r a s s m e n t  a t 
Planned Parenthood 
facilities have grown 
nine t imes as large 
since the videos were 
released as well.
Haley spokesperson 
Chaney Adams told 
The Post and Courier 
that both SLED and 
t he Depar t ment of 
Homeland Securit y 
have  con f i r med to 
Haley that there are 




“ T h e  g o v e r n o r 
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o 
communicate with law 
enforcement to make 
sure we do everything 
t o  k e e p  a l l  S out h 
C a r o l i n i a n s  s a f e , 
as v iolence is never 
a c c e p t a b le  i n  o u r 
state,” Chaney said to 




a three-day st int in 
the Palmetto State on 
Monday.
Beg in n ing in t he 
U p s t a t e ,  F i o r i n a 
ser ved as a speaker 
a t  t h e  U p s t a t e 
Chamber Coalit ion’s 
Presidential Series and 
also addressed a town 
hall in Anderson.
On Tuesday, Dec. 
1,  Fior ina plans  to 
make a  s top in t he 
capital city, according 
to Carly for President 
Press Secretary Anna 
Epstein.
“ S h e ’ l l  b e  i n 
Columbia [Tuesday] 
for a luncheon with 
the SC Chamber of 
C o m m e r c e  b o a r d 
members  and for  a 
speech at  t he Fi r st 
Tuesday Republican 
Club of the Midlands 
mont h l y  lu nc he on 
at Brookland Baptist 
Church,” Epstein said.
Flor ina w i l l  head 
south after her st int 
in Columbia to visit 
s e v e r a l  l o c a t i o n s 
n e a r  C h a r l e s t o n 
o n  W e d n e s d a y . 
W h e n  a s k e d  w h y 
Fiorina should stand 
out  to  col lege -age 
s t ude nt s ,  Ep s t e i n , 
who ment ioned she 
was  t r avel i ng  w it h 
the candidate, l isted 
several reasons.
“The CR NC a nd 
G2 Analytics recently 
announced that overall 
Millennials aged 18-
29 resonated the most 
with Carly during the 
last debate, with 81 
percent more likely to 
support her,” Epstein 
said. “Carly knows that 
the problems created 
by our bloated and 
corrupt government 
r e s t  m o r e  h e a v i l y 
o n  t h e  s h o u l d e r s 
o f  M i l l e n n i a l s  — 
whether it’s crushing 
student loan debt or 
an economy that isn’t 
creating enough jobs 
for young people. This 
is why she will restore 
m o r e  c h o i c e  a n d 
competition to higher 
education, harness the 
power of technology to 
engage citizens in their 
government, and put 
America back in the 
leadership business.”
With the SC GOP 
primary set for Feb. 
20, 2016 several other 
candidates, including 
Rubio, Carson, Cruz, 
Trump and Ohio Gov. 
John Kasich are also 
schedu led  to  ma ke 
stops in South Carolina 
i n  t h e  f i r s t  t w o 
weeks of December, 
although none of those 
candidates wil l v isit 
Columbia.
House. They will then be donated to 
Toys for Tots.
Toys w i l l  be accepted at the 
Division of Law Enforcement and 
Safety until Dec. 10.
-Compiled by Emily Barber, As-
sistant News Editor




It’s not diffi cult to fi nd references and tasteless jokes 
in pop culture about sexual abuse in the Catholic 
Church. Pope Francis has been addressing it over the 
last few years, and most adults seem to know about it, 
but most of today’s college students are too young to 
remember when the Spotlight investigative reporting 
team at the Boston Globe uncovered the magnitude of 
the problem in a series of articles published over 2002.
Luckily, Thomas McCarthy and Josh Singer’s new 
fi lm, “Spotlight,” tells the story in a way that does it 
justice, providing a riveting narrative while drawing 
attention to the questions and themes raised by the 
team’s discovery: the role of long-form journalism, the 
responsibilities of a community, the banality of evil. 
The fi lm starts with the retirement of the longtime 
editor of the Globe, and his replacement by Marty 
Baron, a journalist from Florida. The fact that some 
of the staff don’t take Baron seriously as a foreigner 
to Boston is the beginning of the movie’s exploration 
of Boston as sort of a small town, which leads to the 
suggestion that the highly-organized and exclusive 
social structure of Boston might be precisely the thing 
that makes it possible for countless decent people to 
look the other way while priests sexually abuse children.
The momentum of the fi lm never lets up, and the 
immensity of what is uncovered leaves the viewer both 
haunted and inspired. Though its effectiveness comes 
from talking around the near-unthinkable, “Spotlight” 




Originally a short-film and expanded into a full-
length movie because of the positive response, Disney-
Pixar’s animated fi lm “Inside Out” brought a delightful 
and one-of-a-kind experience to movie-goers of all ages 
this summer.
The movie follows 11 year old Riley Anderson as 
she moves with her family to San Francisco due to her 
dad’s new job, focusing on the five emotions inside 
of Riley’s head that control her—Joy, Sadness, Fear, 
Anger and Disgust. Voiced by popular comedians 
such as Amy Poehler and Mindy Kaling, the emotions 
provide comedic relief with their often stereotyped 
personalities.
“Inside Out” is a creative and unique movie that 
appeals to all children without a gender-specific 
audience in mind (no princesses or dinosaurs here!). 
However, after seeing the film twice in theaters, I 
discovered that the target audience was just as much 
adults as it was children. Appealing to the parents who 
sit through one animated movie after another is not 
a new technique, but it was executed perfectly in this 
case. Layered with jokes about adolescence and middle 
school crushes along with insights into the emotions 
of the parents’s minds brought humor and relevancy to 
teenaged and adult movie-goers alike. The references 
to many real psychological concepts produced witty 
“aha!” moments to students and scholars as well.
Most importantly, “Inside Out” concluded with a 
message that is important for all to hear—life means 
embracing all of your emotions. The bad moments only 
make the good ones more poignant.
“Beasts of No Nation”
Andrew Martin 
“Beasts of No Nation” is fi lm operating at the highest 
of levels. The movie is both strikingly beautiful and full 
of heart as it shows the horrors and tragedy that child 
soldiers in Africa experience.
The movie is masterfully written, directed and shot 
by Cary Joji Fukunaga, director of HBO’s fi rst season 
of “True Detective”. Every scene is impactful and 
full of both emotion and energy. Idris Elba gives the 
performance of his career as the horrifi cally likeable 
Commandant of the child army. Newcomer Abraham 
Attah gives a strong and emotional performance as a 
child soldier under Elba’s character.
The movie begins with the men in Agu’s (Attah) 
family being killed. Agu tries to fl ee but is found by 
the Native Defense Force, which forces Agu to join as a 
child soldier. He is then forced to commit heinous acts 
of violence all the while fearing that God hates him for 
what he’s doing and the person he’s become.
Watching a child struggle with his identity as he is 
forced to abandon his childhood is heartbreaking to 
watch, but it’s done so well it needs to be seen.
“Beasts of No Nation” is currently available to watch 
on Netfl ix. 
“Spy”
Katie Rosen
Although I’m marginally bias because Melissa 
McCarthy is unconditionally my favorite actress, the 
2015 film, Spy, is incredibly hilarious- and I’m not 
alone, according to rotten tomatoes 93% of voters 
concur.
Melissa McCarthy plays the role of “Susan Cooper” 
a seemingly forlorn CIA desk-confined employee, 
who acquires a position as an undercover spy. Once 
Cooper’s identity is temporarily sacrifi ced she is known 
as “Penny Morgan”. Penny wittily tackles an abundance 
of dicey tasks,
with the focus of vanquishing a rival group known to 
mass produce weapons.
McCarthy’s unrelenting satire shines throughout the 
entirety of the fi lm, and her ability to humorize a bond 
really highlights specifi c relationships both romantic 
and friendly.
In my opinion, there is nothing as amusing as a 
heavy set female with raw humor and a foul mouth 
attempting to use physical force and strategicness to 
fi ght an opponent, specifi cally an opponent so strong 
and powerful.
Some of McCarthy’s funniest moments include when 
she says,
“I still, you know, hear my mom’s voice… “well 
behaved women often make history””, “Its gotta 
Martha Stewart had a breakdown feel”, and “You’ll 
never be as wise as an owl but you’ll always be a hoot 
to me!”
If you enjoy the sarcastic tone of Spy, you might also 
enjoy McCarthy’s 2013 fi lm, “The Heat”, in which she 
partners up with Sandra Bullock to amass an equally 
entertaining and comical fi lm, both playing the roles 
of FBI agents.
“The End of the Tour”
Rachel Pittman
In James Ponsaldt’s 2015 “The End of the Tour”, 
audiences catch a glimpse of the world of late author 
David Foster Wallace through emotionally-stirring 
performances and an inspiring look back at the author’s 
acclaimed works, thoughts, and personality.
The drama tells the story of Rolling Stone reporter 
David Lipsky’s fi ve day interview with Wallace, which 
took place during the last bit of Wallace’s book tour for 
his 1996 novel “Infi nite Jest”.
Audiences watch as Lipsky ( Jesse Eisenberg), a 
mediocre author himself, and Wallace (Jason Segel) 
form an unlikely friendship filled with moments of 
rivalry, jealousy, and mutual admiration.
The film gives 2015 some of the the year’s most 
authentic and complex performances. Jason Segel 
shines as the troubled Wallace, exhibiting a new depth 
and contemplative melancholy never before seen in 
Segel’s career. Jesse Eisenberg as Lipsky captures 
the intricacies of a relationship between the reporter 
yearning to be a novelist and the the already-established 
novelist, striking the perfect balance between envy, 
awe, and a typical journalist’s curiosity.
One of 2015’s most thought-provoking fi lms, “The 
End of the Tour” is a bittersweet and many-layered ode 
to not only David Foster Wallace, but also to writing 
and to friendship of all kinds.            
“Trainwreck”
Sarah Morse
In a year filled with a myriad of stereotypical 
romantic comedies, there was one picture that stood 
out from the rest. The fi lm Trainwreck, which starred 
beloved comedians Amy Schumer and Bill Hader, 
was in short, the raunchiest and seemingly most 
relatable fi lm of the year. The fl ick mixed up the typical 
romantic comedy formula by pushing the envelope 
further than ever before. The plot follows the many 
trials and tribulations of the protagonist Amy, a self 
proclaimed commitment phobe whose life is tipped 
upside down when she falls for sports doctor named 
Aaron. Portrayed flawlessly by Bill Hader, Aaron is 
charming, witty and in search of a serious relationship. 
The vastly different morals and goals of the lovers 
makes for a hilarious few hours of entertainment. The 
fi lm itself succeeds in resonating with millennials as 
it brutally illustrates the countless issues young adults 
seem to be having in relation to dating in 2015. Though 
not a movie one should necessarily view in the company 
of his or her parents, Trainwreck is an insightful and 
refreshing comedy that will have you laughing until 
the very end.
There’s no doubt that Columbia has seen several 
changes in the past year from record-breaking rainfall 
to new businesses opening. One change stands out in 
marquee letters and represents a whole new world of 
cuisine for the city.
Publico, located at 2013 Greene Street across from the 
Salty Nut Cafe, recently opened on Nov. 13 and offers 
specialty tacos inspired by food from other cultures. In 
addition to food, Publico also offers 54 taps, with about 
47 reserved for craft and local beer, one for mead, several 
for wine and two for handcrafted cocktails.
The early success of Publico is largely attributed to 
the experience of owners, Robert McCarthey, Michael 
Duganier and Stan Panos. Panos and McCarthey were 
both on the team to reimagine Pleasure Island, the 
nightlife district in downtown Disney, and McCarthey 
and Duganier have worked extensively with sports 
restaurants and the NFL.
But even with a unique menu, the restaurant still has 
to face the already existing competition in Columbia. 
Victoria McQuinn, second-year computer science student, 
includes Cantina 76 and TakoSushi as restaurants that 
have mastered taco fusion and are in direct competition 
with Publico.
However, what sets Publico apart is its unique industrial 
yet rustic look.
“[It’s] pretty laid back,” Carter Kilmann, fourth-year 
fi nance and marketing student, said. “It comes off as sort 
of sophisticated at the same time.”
The restaurant resides in the former location of 
Garibaldi’s. The owners completely transformed the 
building to bring their vision of Publico to life.
“We gutted this place from what it was,” Duganier 
said. “We found a warehouse in Dallas, Georgia and 
handpicked every single piece of reclaimed wood 
[amounting to over 1000 square feet], drew measurements 
and then pieced them together like a puzzle. It’s been a 
whole process.”
The owners also have plans to add a deck patio by St. 
Patrick’s Day.
“It’s been awesome,” Duganier said. “There’s so much 
fun meeting everybody and getting the great reviews 
from locals coming in enjoying the atmosphere and the 
food and the service.”
With the design of the restaurant and eclectic menu, 
Publico offers high-energy feel with upbeat music, high-
top tables, seven 55-inch TVs and a lot of fun for everyone 
21 to 61. The restaurant offers Happy Hour specials 
from 3 to 7 p.m., Monday through Friday, as well as pint, 
bucket and taco platter specials and plans for brunch 
specials come the spring.
“We wanted to show that we weren’t a one-trick pony, 
and we can do other things. This fusion tacos and taps 
concept is one of them,” Duganier said. “We chose 
Columbia because we were big fans of the fact that you’ve 
got a state capital. You’ve got USC. We really liked Five 
Points, and when we saw this location became available, 
we jumped at it. It’s a good town, and I’ve met so many 
wonderful people.”
Top picks: 2015’s six best movies
Meagan Blakesley 
@TDG_ARTS
Rick Ackerman / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Publico serves specialty tacos and has 54 taps — 47 reserved for craft and local beer and several for wine and cocktails.
CAROLIGHTINGPAGE1
Although it’s an age-old Columbia 
tradition, the Carolighting has not lost 
its holiday appeal and has attracted 
many f irst-t ime v isitors this year. 
Elderly couples, families with small 
children,and students alike were all 
watching as the rainbow lights blazed 
on in front of the Statehouse.
“ It ’s  my f i r s t  t ime at  t he  t ree 
lighting,” Melissa Pacifico, a fourth-
year international studies student at 
USC and event volunteer, said. “I 
volunteer a lot around Columbia and 
at home as well, but this is the first 
time I’m here in Columbia at the tree 
lighting ... I’m most excited about all 
the different music.” 
Not all audiences were new to the 
tree lighting, however. Bruce Crouch 
of Thoughtful Productions has been 
working the sound at the event for 10 
years and is a pro at pulling off the 
extravaganza smoothly.
“My favorite part during the show is 
probably the children’s choir,” Crouch 
said. “We have neither [a rehearsal 
at the Statehouse or with the choirs] 
before the lighting. We just walk up 
and go. We do a little bit of a sound 
check, and we’ll catch just a minute or 
two of each group as they get here.” 
Governor Nikki Haley fi nished the 
program and began the countdown to 
the tree-lighting with an encouraging 
and poignant speech that honored 
South Carolina and the challenges 
the state has faced in the past year. 
Haley paid homage and respects to 
Walter Scott, the Emanuel Nine and 
the damage done by the thousand-year 
f lood. She ended her speech with a 
plea for South Carolinians to join her 
donating to the One South Carolina 
Fund to repair fl ood damage across the 
state. 
“Let’s show that, while we’ve had a 
tough year, we’ve got a lot of giving 
we could do, we’ve got a lot of love we 
could do, we’ve got a lot of compassion 
in us,” Haley said. “Because we have 
proved to the entire country and the 
world what goodness looks like.” 
Publico’s varied tacos, taps
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Where students love living.®
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As most people know, the American prison system 
has some real problems. In many ways, our prisons 
are inhumane, ineffi cient and unjust, and in few cases 
is that as blindingly obvious as in the use of solitary 
confi nement.
The psychological effects of solitary confi nement 
are nothing short of horrif y ing. It can cause 
hallucinations, anxiety, depression and suicidal 
thoughts. It can even increase aggression, rage and 
fear, which may be the very thing that earned the 
prisoner their stay in solitary. Deprivation from 
human contact is demonstrably detrimental to the 
human psyche. This is not a fact disputed amongst 
psychologists.
Moreover, solitary confi nement is disproportionately 
used on juvenile offenders in adult facilities, LGBT 
individuals, people of color, and the mentally ill. In 
the case of children and LGBT inmates, solitary 
is usually considered administrative, which means 
that the confi nement may span the prisoner’s entire 
sentence. Prisons claim that this is done for their own 
protection.
Here’s an idea: If juvenile offenders are in so much 
danger from adult fellow inmates that they’re being 
put in solitary to keep them safe, don’t put them in 
prisons full of dangerous adults. The effects of solitary 
confi nement are magnifi ed in children.
They’re also magnifi ed in the mentally ill. And yet, 
one-third of prisoners in solitary confinement are 
mentally ill. Their placement, in contrast, is usually a 
punishment.
But is a punishment that exacerbates their existing 
mental illness, and makes them more likely to do 
something that warrants the punishment again, really 
a useful punishment? Again, if inmates are a danger 
to others because they are mentally ill and unable to 
control themselves, the answer is not to lock them 
away from all human contact — it’s to treat them in a 
facility that’s actually designed to accommodate them.
We have a constitutional amendment to prevent 
cruel and unusual punishment. The UN has classifi ed 
solitary confi nement as torture and encouraged the 
United States to end the use of long-term solitary 
confi nement.
Despite that, about 80,000 incarcerated people in 
our country are in solitary confi nement right now.
Prisoners who cannot control their actions or 
violent urges need help, and we are choosing to rely 
on a punishment that hurts them instead. Prisoners 
who we claim to want to protect are being placed in a 
situation more likely to send them home with a long-
lasting mental illness than to rehabilitate them, which 
is ostensibly the point of prison.
Solitary confi nement is unconstitutional. It’s wrong. 
It’s unacceptable. And legislation needs to be written 
to ban it on the federal level, because state laws vary 
so much on defi nition and legality that it’s actually 
diffi cult to count the number of prisoners currently 
in solitary. Some estimates put the number as high as 
100,000. That’s 20,000 more people than the entire 
prison population of Great Britain.
The president has spoken out against it. It’s high 
time that the legislative branch does the same.
The beginning of December means a surge in 
sales for many seasonal goods. Children’s toys, 
electronics, Santa hats and wrapping paper will 
all be fl ying off the shelves in the coming weeks 
(if they haven’t all been snatched up already). 
Campus is no different, though the demand is 
driven more by finals than by holiday cheer. 
Coffee, energy drinks and Adderall are staples of 
exams weeks at campuses nationwide.
All three of these products are consumed for 
their effect as stimulants, allowing students to 
stay awake and focused longer to cram for their 
tests. Like all stimulants, caffeine (the active 
ingredient in coffee and most energy drinks) 
and dextroamphetamine (the active ingredient 
in Adderall) work by kicking the nervous system 
into high gear and enhancing the effect of 
the norepinephrine and dopamine your body 
naturally makes. These changes are similar to the 
body’s natural “fi ght-or-fl ight” reaction to stress; 
constriction of blood vessels, increased heart rate 
and increased blood sugar levels allow the body to 
rapidly respond to potential threats.
Constantly tricking your body into thinking 
it’s in danger can have some pretty serious side 
effects. Sustained increased heart rates can lead to 
palpitations and other heart problems. Artifi cial 
boosts to norepinephrine and dopamine can cause 
the body to produce less of these substances on its 
own, leading to dependence on the drug to replace 
the lost chemicals or the possibility depression, 
anxiety and other psychological disorders.
Adderall also carries one other major side 
effect: the potential for jail time. The Drug 
Enforcement Agency has classified Adderall in 
the same drug category as cocaine and meth as 
“drugs with a high potential for abuse ... with 
use potentially leading to severe psychological or 
physical dependence.” Under federal law, anyone 
caught with Adderall without a prescription can 
face up to a year in prison for their fi rst offense.
If you didn’t vomit in your mouth a little bit 
after reading that last paragraph, go back and read 
it again. In the eyes of the DEA, popping a pill to 
do better on your fi nals is just as bad as doing a 
line of coke off a toilet seat in some sketchy strip 
club. What world do they live in where both of 
those things are in any way equal?
Yes, abuse of Adderall or other “smart drugs” 
has potential for major medical consequences. 
But so too does the abuse of coffee or energy 
drinks. Plenty of adults (myself included) weigh 
the risks for themselves and use caffeine to stay 
awake during slow days at work or late at night to 
get in that last hour or two of review before a test. 
With almost one-third of college students taking 
Adderall before they graduate, plenty of others 
do the same with dextroamphetamine. December 
means it’s time for us to study, and time for the 
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“I just need a vacation,” she 
droned. A week later she props 
her feet up on a leather footrest 
on a first class flight to Uganda. 
Champagne in hand, she smiles 
for her Instagram.
Lodging for her consists of a 
snug bed in a resort that overlooks 
the Nile, with fresh-pressed juices 
waiting upon her arrival. Her 
accommodations probably don’t 
include a safari, but the average 
cost for one is $800 per night. 
She’ll defi nitely book that.
While running a business that 
purports to empower women, why 
would you push individuals further 
from you across the widening gap 
of wealth?
I personally declined a safari 
a year ago in Kenya, call me 
crazy, because I was interning at 
an orphanage and knew that the 
children would never spend that 
excessive amount on anything 
except a house. A house for one 
day in a fi eld. Don’t get me wrong, 
I thrive with adventure, but I 
found that time with the children 
was more valuable than running 
from lions.
I’ve heard all the arguments 
about how tourism and excessive 
expenditures help “boost” the 
economies of sub-Saharan Africa 
— a region with historically low 
resources and infrastructure. 
I’ve also read the “Kenya Vision 
2030,” which highlights economic, 
political and social practices to 
foster growth in each of those 
sectors. One of the main efforts 
is to increase agriculture, retail 
and manufacturing efforts since 
tourism is increasingly unreliable 
after various events have placed 
Kenya on the State Department’s 
watch list.
M y  f r u s t r a t i o n  w i t h 
luxurious travel stems from my 
experiences and conversations. 
Completely delirious in the Kigali 
International Airport, I recall 
speaking with a woman returning 
home to Kenya. I was the only 
American who had trekked that far 
with her, and she wondered at the 
purpose of a fi rst class ticket … to 
anywhere.
According to Expedia, the 
average fl ight to Uganda is $1,500. 
A first class ticket is anywhere 
f rom $4,000 to $12,000 per 
person. Now we all know that 
f light prices f luctuate almost as 
much as the number of candidates 
in the presidential race, but a factor 
we cannot ignore is that the World 
Bank states that Uganda’s GDP 
per capita is $696.40.
You see, comfort and luxury are 
not intertwined. If you’re planning 
on serving, interning, assimilating 
or adjusting well in the country to 
which you’ve traveled, often you 
must disregard your wishes and 
securities.
Everyone’s reason for traveling 
is different, but I would encourage 
you to save that money you would 
spend on a fi rst class seat, safari or 
resort and invest in local businesses 
or a project abroad. I guarantee 
you’ll recall the appreciativeness 
on the person’s face much more 
clearly than the leather footrest. 
Internat ional development is 
complicated, but I guarantee you 
the fi rst step is not an Instagram 
photo.
- Written by Joy Caroline Hicklin, 
third-year political science student
Travel for right reasons, right 




“You see, comfort 
and luxury are not 
intertwined.”
“Yes, abuse of Adderall or other 
‘smart drugs’ has potential for 
major medical consequences. But 
so too does the abuse of coff ee or 
energy drinks.”
PHD • JORGE CHAMHOROSCOPES
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EMPLOYMENT
Certifi ed Lifeguard & Swim 
Instructor needed for indoor 




BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK 
$189 for 5-Days. All prices 
include: Round-trip luxury 
party cruise. Accommodations 
on the island at your choice of 




Sail: PEDU150  (803) 317 9060
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Two bedroom two bath and 
3 bedroom 2 bath houses. 
Olympia area. Walking 
distance to stadium! Very 
effi  cient! Off  street parking, 
W/D hookups, Dish Washer, 
Central A/C, Hardwood fl oors, 
Covered Back Deck.  Call Jeff  
(803 )238-9185
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Are you staying in town for 
the holidays? 
Want some extra cash?
The OFFICIAL Bookstore 
@ the University of South 
Carolina is NOW HIRING!
Save on textbooks!  Flexible 
Scheduling!
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Aries
Secrets are revealed with 
Mercury trine Uranus. 
Surprises bubble up in 
the conversation. Avoid 
gossip. Word t ravels 
fast and in unexpected 
directions. If in doubt, 
keep mum. Align your 
act ions and message 
with your heart.
Taurus
Stay in communication, 
despite wandering out 
of cell range. Keep folks 
apprised of unexpected 
circumstances as they 
arise. Balance schedule 
changes between work 
and soc ia l  demands. 
What you need is in your 
communit y network. 
Ask for it.
Gemini
G e t  y o u r  b r i l l i a n t 
thoughts onto paper. 
You r  c reat i ve  mu se 
inspi res  you in new 
d i rec t ions.  Accept a 
challenge if it pays well. 
Ancient wisdom works 
again. The answer may 
not look like what you’d 
imagined ... it could be 
better.
Cancer
Study a secret system to 
discover an answer that 
has been eluding you. 
Keep your wits about 
you. Fol low a hunch 
or inspirat ion from a 
dream. Conditions are 
in your favor. Play that 
ace you’ve been holding.
Leo
Open communicat ion 
w i t h  y o u r  p a r t n e r 
e a s e s  a n  u npl a n ned 
situation. Talk over your 
ideas.  Learn another 
perspective. Share your 
thoughts and dreams. 
A promise made now is 
good. Cheer for another’s 




your research. Come up 
with a new idea. Write it 
down in detail. Share it 
with someone you trust 
for feedback. Creative 
sparks ignite. Study new 
tech nolog y.  Fr iends 
facilitate a connection. 
Express your gratitude.
Libra
Condit ions are good 
for a family discussion. 
Find out what’s so, and 
fears dissipate. Listen 
and learn. News travels 
fast. Follow through on 
what you said you’d do. 
Take notes and schedule 
act ions. Charm them 
with love.
Scorpio
Make bold declarations, 
vow s  a nd  prom i se s . 
Go for what you want 
without knowing how 
to get there. Cheerfully 
state your desires. Listen 
and make correct ions 
b a s e d  o n  f e e db a c k . 
Family and friends share 
adv ice  a nd  suppor t . 
Thank them.
Sagittarius
Good news comes from 
far away. Apply it to what 
you’re studying. You can 
solve a puzzle. Support 
f a m i l y  h a r m o n y  b y 
upgrading or repairing 
home tech nolog y or 
infrastructure. Shop for 
the best value. Support 
your crew.
Capricorn
I n v e s t i g a t e  a l l 
suggest ions, even the 
bizarre or unusual ones, 
before making important 
decisions. Don’t believe 
everything you hear ... 
check it out first. Talk 
things over with friends, 
one of whom has useful 
expertise. Doors open in 
unlikely places.
Aquarius
I nve s t  i n  you r  ow n 
comfort and productivity. 
Track your earn ings 
and stash some. Add an 
art ist ic touch to your 
presentat ion.  Poet r y 
inspires. Find beautiful 
expressions in unusual 
views. Remember what’s 
really important. Gather 
with loved ones.
Pisces
Put your talents to work. 
Develop some of these 
great ideas into plans. 
L ook  at  pred ic t able 
outcomes and strategize 
to even the odds. Speak 
straight from your heart. 
Lightning fast talk goes 
over people’s heads. Keep 
it simple.
SHARPEN YOUR PENCILS,
EXAMS ARE IN SIX DAYS!
@thegamecock
TDG
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SPORTS 8
The South Carolina women’s basketball team earned 
three wins over the weekend in the Waikiki Beach Marriott 
Rainbow Wahine Showdown to improve their record to 
7-0. In addition to leaving the tournament with the trophy, 
sophomores A’ja Wilson and Bianca Cuevas were named 
to the All-Tournament Team, with Wilson earning MVP 
honors.
The weekend began Friday night with the Gamecocks 
taking down No. 16 Arizona State 60-58. Wilson and 
Cuevas led the charge, scoring 18 points apiece, including 
Wilson’s game-winning free throws in the fi nal seconds.
Despite the Sun Devils’ strong front line, South Carolina 
earned a massive advantage in the paint, outscoring Arizona 
State down low 42-16. Wilson also added 11 rebounds to 
collect her fourth double-double in the team’s first five 
games.
Saturday night, the women were back in action, taking 
down CSU Bakersfield 90-71. The score line makes it 
appear as though the Gamecocks had total control, but the 
team led by only eight points at the start of the second half. 
However, South Carolina shot 69 percent from the fi eld in 
the fi nal period, and Wilson and Cuevas combined for 19 
points to pull away.
The duo of sophomores combined for 46 of the team’s 90 
points in the game.
Their contributions did not stop there. Wilson posted a 
game-high four blocks and a career-high four assists, while 
Cuevas led the team with six assists and three steals.
Sunday, the Gamecocks took on host Hawai’i with 
the opportunity to win the tournament outright. South 
Carolina struggled to put away the inferior home team but 
made the most of the Warriors’ turnovers, scoring 23 points 
off 20 turnovers and earning a 67-51 win. Yet again it was 
Wilson and Cuevas leading the charge, but seniors Tiffany 
Mitchell and Khadjiah Sessions chipped in 14 and 11 points, 
respectively.
The second-ranked Gamecocks struggled with inferior 
competition. Coach Dawn Staley may grant Cuevas more 
playing time after her exceptional weekend, but only 
time will tell how this team will click on the court. The 
Gamecocks return home to face another big test Sunday 
afternoon at 2 p.m., when the team will take on the No. 14 
Duke Blue Devils in Colonial Life Arena.
Adam Orfi nger
@TDG_SPORTS
Abby Webb / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Sophomore A’ja Wilson leads the team in three categories: points (17 per game), rebounds (9 per game) and blocks (22).
Wilson dominates in 
weekend tournament
The South Carolina men’s basketball team 
is off to its best start of the season in over 
a decade, and senior forward Mindaugas 
Kacinas has already been recognized by the 
SEC.
The SEC announced Monday that the 
6-foot-7 Lithuanian earned Player of the Week 
honors for his performance last week. In two 
wins, Kacinas averaged 13 points and seven 
rebounds as he helped lead the Gamecocks to 
the Paradise Jam Championship.
In the tournament , Kacinas averaged 
17.3 points a game, including a career-high 
23-point performance against DePaul. This 
is Kacinas’ second career weekly award, as 
the senior earned SEC Freshman of the Week 
honors back in 2012.
Expected to be little more than a role player, 
Kacinas is second on the team through six 
games in points, averaging 14.5 a game and 
leads the team with 6.8 rebounds per contest.
The award was the fi rst weekly award of the 
season for the undefeated Gamecocks.
—compiled by Will Helms, Sports Editor
Next Game
USC v. USF 
Saturday December 5
4:00 p.m.
Colonial Life Arena Anna Walker / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Kacinas leads the team this year in rebounds with 7.4 per game.
Kacinas earns SEC 
Player of the Week
South Carolina entered Monday 
night’s contest riding its best start of 
the Frank Martin era. The last time 
the Gamecocks began a season 6-0 
was in 2003, when the Gamecocks 
fi nished the season with a 23-11 record 
and an NCAA Tournament berth.
Western Carolina entered the game 
with a 2-3 record, including close 
losses to College of Charleston and 
High Point.
Starting Sloppy
Part of South Carolina’s early season 
success can be attributed to a plus-3.8 
turnover margin, but Monday started 
sour for t he Gamecock of fense. 
Despite averaging just 11.7 turnovers 
per game in the fi rst six contests of the 
year, the Gamecocks turned the ball 
over 13 times in the fi rst half alone.
The sloppy play on offense allowed 
Western Carolina to mount a f ive 
point lead as late as 11 minutes into 
the game. Down 20-15, however, the 
Gamecocks stormed ahead with a 
19-0 run jump-started by a Michael 
Carrera three-pointer.
The Catamounts started hot, hitting 
six of their first 14 shots, including 
3-5 from behind the arc, before the 
Gamecock defense settled in and held 
them to 3-17 shooting the rest of the 
fi rst half.
At the break, South Carolina held 
a 37-28 lead behind nine points from 
Carrera and 11 from Kacinas.
Restarting Strong
Holding a nine-point lead at the half, 
the Gamecocks came out of the break 
fi red up, outscoring the Catamounts 
28-16 in the f irst 10 minutes. The 
Gamecocks hit fi ve three-pointers in 
that span, stretching their lead to 21 
in that time.
“I’m proud of the guys, the way we 
came out in the second half and played 
offensively,” Martin said. 
The Gamecocks have consistently 
outplayed teams in the early minutes 
of the second half all season, extending 
their meager halftime leads and giving 
themselves breathing room. The early 
half runs have helped the Gamecocks 
win six of their seven games by double 
digits.
Gritty Seniors
Carrera and Kacinas were the top 
scorers for the Gamecocks Monday 
night. The two seniors were part 
of Frank Martin’s initial recruiting 
class in 2012 and have never been 
considered the most talented players 
on the court.
For four years, the two, along with 
fellow senior Laimonas Chatkevicius, 
have exhibited the gritty nature of 
Martin and his team.
“I think that we’ve been together so 
long that we know each other well,” 
Carrera said. 
Carrera, typically considered a high-
motor, change-of-pace rebounder, 
fi nished 4-7 from the fi eld and added 
two blocks and two steals.
Kacinas, who made tremendous 
strides this offseason, again led the 
Gamecocks with 20 points on 8-11 
shooting. He also added 11 boards 
and a steal. The two senior forwards 
combined to go 5-6 from behind the 
arc and 7-7 from the line.
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